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Conference Call Minutes of 3/14/2019 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT:  Cherie Strand - Chair 
  Jori A Bathina 
  Brenda P Krueger 
  Farrell Lindley-Kessler 
  Cari J Moodie 
 
BUREAU STAFF:    Dawn Hall, Deputy Bureau Chief 
      Nicholas Krema, General Counsel 
      Gerry Greenlaw, Technical Records Specialist I 
      Debbie Toncray, Technical Records Specialist II 
 
The meeting was called to order at 11:00 AM MDT by Cherie Strand. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
AMERICAN OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY ASSOCIATION (AOTA) 2019 STATE 
REGULATORY FORUM ATTENDANCE 
 
The Board reviewed correspondence from the AOTA regarding attendance at the 
2019 State Regulatory Forum.  Ms. Bathina made a motion to authorize Ms. Lindley-
Kessler to attend the meeting and have the Board pay expenses in accordance with 
the state travel policy.  It was seconded by Ms. Moodie.  Motion carried. 
 
NATIONAL BOARD OF CERTIFIED OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY (NBCOT) 2019 
STATE REGULATORY LEADERSHIP FORUM ATTENDANCE 
 
The Board reviewed correspondence from the NBCOT regarding attendance at the 
2019 State Regulatory Leadership Forum.  The letter stated that the NBCOT will pay 
all expenses for the attendees.  Ms. Bathina made a motion to authorize Ms. Strand 
and Ms. Greenlaw to attend the meeting, and authorize the Chair to designate others 
if necessary.  It was seconded by Ms. Lindley-Kessler.  Motion carried. 
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
 
FIRE CUPPING AND SCOPE OF PRACTICE 
 
The Board reviewed correspondence from the Massage Therapy Board regarding the 
practice of fire cupping and its allowance within the scope of practice for occupational 
therapists.  The Board agreed that fire cupping is not specifically included or excluded 
in the scope of practice for Occupational Therapists.  The Board also stated that an 
OT could perform the service if the practitioner had the proper training and was 
competent in his/her performance of that particular service.  The Board stated that it 
is not policy to direct specific modalities, and that the scope of practice is included in 



Idaho Code § 54-3702.  The Board also agreed that it does not provide legal advice 
as a body or as individual members, and that the inquirer would need to consult 
personal legal counsel.  Ms. Bathina made a motion for Bureau staff to draft a 
response for the Chair to review and approve.  It was seconded by Ms. Lindley-
Kessler.  Motion carried. 
 
TELEHEALTH AND SUPERVISION 
 
The Board reviewed correspondence from a certified occupational therapist assistant 
(COTA) regarding the use of telehealth by occupational therapist assistants and the 
provision of supervision.  The Board discussed the recognition of the use of 
telehealth in Idaho in accordance with the Idaho Telehealth Access Act, but said 
there are levels of supervision that are required under the Board’s laws and rules 
which must be completed.  The Board agreed that each COTA must work within 
his/her skill set and ability.  The Board also agreed that it does not provide legal 
advice as a body or as individual members, and that the inquirer would need to 
consult personal legal counsel.  The Board said it would be looking at possible 
proposed telehealth rules, and agreed that the inquiring COTA would be welcome to 
stay in touch with the Board and be involved with the rules process in the future.  Ms. 
Lindley-Kessler made a motion for Bureau staff to draft a response for the Chair to 
review and approve.  It was seconded by Ms. Moodie.  Motion carried. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Ms. Lindley-Kessler made a motion that the Board go into executive session under 
Idaho Code § 74-206(1)(d) to consider records that are exempt from disclosure under 
the Idaho Public Records Law.  The purpose of the executive session was to 
consider license application materials.  It was seconded by Ms. Krueger.  The vote 
was: Ms. Strand, aye; Ms. Bathina, aye; Ms. Krueger, aye; Ms. Lindley-Kessler, aye; 
and Ms. Moodie, aye.  Motion carried.  
 
Ms. Lindley-Kessler made a motion to come out of executive session.  It was 
seconded by Ms. Krueger.  The vote was: Ms. Strand, aye; Ms. Bathina, aye; Ms. 
Krueger, aye; Ms. Lindley-Kessler, aye; and Ms. Moodie, aye.  Motion carried.  
 
APPLICATIONS 
 
Ms. Bathina made a motion to approve the following occupational therapist assistant 
limited permit to be extended due to extenuating circumstances: 
 
 Applicant ID 901161885 
 
It was seconded by Ms. Krueger.  Motion carried. 
 
NEXT MEETING was re-scheduled from April 12, 2019 to May 3, 2019 at 9:00 AM 
MDT. 
 
 
 
 



ADJOURNMENT 
 
Ms. Bathina made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 11:37 AM MDT.  It was 
seconded by Ms. Lindley-Kessler.  Motion carried. 
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Cherie Strand, Chair Jori A Bathina 
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Brenda P Krueger Farrell Lindley-Kessler 
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Cari J Moodie Kelley Packer, Bureau Chief 


